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Welcome our newest
members!!!!
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Message from the President

I have lived in many locations in my lifetime, both big city and small town, and my experiences
with my neighbours have been as varied as the homes I have lived in. I've lived in an apartment
where I am always aware of what is on the dinner menu next door, sometimes a blessing to my
nose, sometimes not. I've shared a driveway with a number of neighbours, one who would race
me to see who would get out and shovel first, and another who enjoyed mountain climbing over
the snowbanks to park his car.

I briefly lived in a high rise apartment many years ago, and never did get to know the people who
lived on my floor, though I did get to know their music preferences on Friday nights when they
welcomed every friend they had to usher in the weekend with them.

My current neighbours are a retired couple. We seem to have developed the perfect relationship.
We have just enough fencing between us to allow for privacy, but not so much that it blocks the
view of a stalled lawn mower, or a lightening struck tree trunk that requires a chain saw. We've
had a number of chats over the fence about the elderly fat groundhog that waddles between my
backyard and theirs, and I get great gardening advice from Louis who takes great pride in his
yard (sadly there is a world of difference between the look of his yard and mine, but I allow my-
self some leeway given my lack of time spent at home these days).

I admit that I haven’t always made enough of an effort to get to know my neighbours and to
check out my environment. ’'m reminded of this often when I am told about something or some-
one here in Carleton Place.

What do you know about your surroundings? Did you know that Carleton Place was originally
the village of Morphy’s Falls? Or that the original spelling for Carleton Place was missing the
“e”? I still haven’t walked our portion of the TransCanada Trail, or the Rotary Club Centennial
Trail between Appleton and Carleton Place. A friend of my daughter recently stayed overnight
with us and told me that she hadn’t realized that she had been in Carleton Place when she par-
ticipated in a fundraising Canal Tour that started in Dow’s Lake. She had however heard of the
Carleton Place Canoe Club, Canada’s oldest continuously running club. ( Hats off to Andrew Wil-
lows and Ryan Cuthbert who have excelled in their sport and done Canada proud!)

Do you know about our sister cities, Franklin, Tennessee, and Comrie Scotland? They know
about us...

We have a hospital that has been acknowledged as the most efficient hospital in Ontario. We've
been part of Communities in Bloom, and are home to a beautiful Town Hall, the Victoria School-
Museum, and the Canadian Veterans’ Hall of Valour . We have internationally renowned per-
fume distributor Michel Germain Parfums here in town. Arts Carleton Place provides a voice to
painters, photographers, potters, musicians, and so much more

through their events, including Flippin Art Nights and the

Sounds of Downtown.

I will never get to see and know everything that makes this
town special, but I am going to enjoy the process. Get to know

your neighbours! Who has a special gift or skill? Where can you go
go on a quiet Saturday afternoon? How do we represent our-
selves on the national and international stage? I want you to
tell me what I'm missing, who I should talk to, where I should go

( ok, perhaps I should take that part back...)

Most importantly, Meet me on the Mississippi!!!

Cindy Hobbs
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Office Update

| Consumer Showcase 2010

The last few weeks have been a busy time preparing for
and promoting the Consumer Showcase 2010 which took
place at the Carleton Place Arena on May 15th and 16th.
. | We received great feedback about the need for this kind
of show and SOLD OUT of booths for the Showcase. We

.| were able to showcase an exciting mix of service based
businesses and retail operations that displayed every-
thing from home reno products and goods and services to
food and accommodations.

We are already looking forward to next year and examin-
. |ling all the ways that we can make the show bigger and
better for both vendors and consumers. We value your
.|feedback and comments about the Consumer Showcase
and look forward to hearing from you about your
thoughts for the year ahead. We also are always looking
for members who are interested in being involved on our
planning committees as well!

For me personally the weekend was very rewarding as it
reinforced the importance of supporting each other in our
.| business efforts. Every dollar we spend locally stays in
the community and can be reinvested or used to fund
jobs that would otherwise not exist. Supporting local
business supports and helps us all.

Thank you for supporting your fellow local business own-
ers at the Consumer Showcase!

Summer Networking

We are currently in the midst of planning some network-
ing events for the summer months. If you are interested
in hosting an event at your place of business please give
us and a call and let us know.

We will be sending out information on our summer
events 1n the next few weeks.

Golf Tournament

Mark your calendars for September 13th.That’s the date
for our 2010 Golf Tournament. This year the event will
be back at the Canadian Golf & Country Club and is
sure to be a great time.

More details to follow shortly on this annual event. If you
are interested in being involved with the planning of the
Golf Tournament please contact Jackie at the Chamber
office at 613 257-1976..

Evolution Corporate Gear

Cobra'Pools & Spas

Customer Connects
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Invitation for Input

Tourism Interest Groups, like the Chamber of Commerce, are invited to share
ideas as we continue to build a “"wish list” for Tourism in Eastern Ontario. Tour-
ism representatives including Executive Director Marie White and President Jill Campbell
of the Lanark County Tourism Association may be participating in a visioning session for
the new region in early June (currently referred to as “"Region 11”). When regional pro-
jects are put forward for discussion, representatives are equipped to support ideas based
on experience, research, statistics and tourism trends in Lanark County. This body of in-
formation includes the priorities that were identified following a series of community input
sessions or “tourism workshops” held throughout the County in 2007.

Since these meetings, several tourism interest groups have continued to meet on a regu-
lar basis; Carleton Place Tourism Team, Smiths Falls Team Tourism, Perth and District
Tourism Coalition, Lanark County Museums Network, Lanark Highlands Business and
Tourism group, and Pakenham Business and Tourism group. Interested associations are
able to have a seat on their local tourism task team. All these groups are in contact with
Lanark County Tourism, whose Board of Directors work closely with County Council to
communicate on collaborative tourism projects.

If you would like to receive more information about upcoming Tourism meetings or if
your require background information on the current Tourism “wish list” for the area
please contact Jackie at 613-275-1976.



