CARLETON PLACE & DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

CHAMBER CHATTER

Message from the President

JANUARY 2009

The Chamber would like to

welcome our newest
members:

O Liberty Tax Service—

Ernest El-Imam

O Carleton Place Curl-
ing Club

O Scott Reid MP

O Mississippi Golf
Course

Nominate Someone for
Business Person of the
Year!

How? Print a nomination
form from our website
www.cpchamber.com

Why? Because excellence
should be celebrated.

When? The winner will be
announced at our AGM in
March.

Happy New Year! We have an
exciting 2009 planned for the
Chamber and its’ members,
starting with a networking
event on January 14th, 7 to 9 pm
at Staples Business Depot. MP
Scott Reid is our featured
speaker, we're celebrating our
93rd birthday and we’re launch-
ing a unique proposal writing/
research service to our member-
ship! The evening is free for
members and $10 for non-
members. Please RSVP the of-
fice at 613-257-1976.

Establishing continuity is al-
ways a challenge for volunteer
organizations. And while the

Carleton Place & District Cham-

ber has a record of longevity,
we're planning for a future that
includes strong visibility (in the
form of a building, signage and
gift shop) and economic sustain-
ability. Proposal writing and
research is one of the ways we
intend to improve our finances
while providing strong member-
ship support.

Like you, I'm deeply interested
in hearing what Scott Reid has
to say to us from a business,
economic and political perspec-
tive. As the government an-
nounces new infrastructure
spending plans we intend to
closely monitor where the dol-
lars go and how they might
benefit the local business com-
munity.

On a broader basis, the Ontario

and Canadian Chambers of
Commerce lobby the provin-

cial and federal governments

on issues affecting their
members. Breaking down

inter-provincial trade, labour
and investment barriers, and

encouraging skilled trades
and apprenticeships are two
Chamber-led initiatives re-
flected in the Throne speech.

It has been my pleasure to
serve as President of the
Chamber for the past two
years, and I strongly recom-
mend the value of serving as
a board member. At our
AGM in March, the Cham-
ber will elect a new execu-
tive and board (see box at
right for details.)

Contributing to the growth
of a Chamber with such a
rich heritage has been my
privilege. In January of
1916, 29 local business men
declared their intent to form
the Carleton Place Board of
Trade. In January 2009, we
celebrate the vision of those
founding members—a vision
of a strong, resilient econ-
omy, business community
and home that we share 93
years later.

CALL FOR
DIRECTORS

We are currently ac-
cepting applications
and nominations for
the position of Direc-
tor for our Board.

Directors attend
monthly board meet-
ings, help plan func-

tions and chair or par-
ticipate on commit-
tees.

Committees requiring
extra help include
Event Planning, Golf,
and Communications.

Est.
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REFRIGERATION
HEATING
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AIR CONDITIONING LTD.

150 Industrial Ave., Carleton Place, ON K7C 3T2

" COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICE

613-257-8282
866-557-8282

24-Hour Emergency Service
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Heating
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Hot Water Tanks
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Chamber Office Report

Happy New Year everyone! And
Happy Birthday to the Chamber—
93 years young this month!

Well it’s a new year and what a way
to start! The Chamber is busier than
ever before. Here in the office we're
already back in the full swing of
things and planning numerous ac-
tivities for you from now until June.

Over the past 93 years the Chamber
has survived its share of ups and
downs, but unfortunately our his-
torical records haven’t been so fortu-
nate. So if you have any photos or
articles of the Chamber membership
from years gone by please share
them with us! We would love a copy.

This month we have our networking
event at Staples Business Depot on
January 14th, 7 to 9 pm. Please join
us for our birthday bash, complete

with featured speaker MP Scott Reid,
birthday cake, special in-store sav-
ings, sales incentives and the launch
of our proposal writing/research pro-
gram.

The Waterside is hosting our Accessi-
bility Breakfast on February 20tk, This
is a topic that will strongly affect your
business access, customer service,
space planning and merchandizing in
future years, so please join us.

In March we are having our Annual
General Meeting/Business Expo.
We're lining up a very special speaker
for the evening, so stay tuned.

A big part of the evening is the an-
nouncement of Business Person of the
Year. Nomination forms are available
on our website and I encourage every
member to submit one nomination!

shary@cpchamber.com, 257-1976

Tourism & Branding Update

It is hard to imagine with the snow-
flakes and temperatures falling that
we are already planning for the up-
coming tourism season! There are so
many things that Carleton Place has
to offer for residents and visitors
alike.

With the current state of our economy
we are anticipating more people stay-
ing closer to home and day tripping
versus taking long extended holidays
abroad. Carleton Place is the perfect
destination for Eastern Ontario day
tripping!

If your organization is planning a
community event, please let our office
know as we are actively preparing the
2009 Event Calendar to be published
in the Visitor’s Guide and on commu-
nity websites. We need dates, details
and contact information!

The Chamber of Commerce is part-
nering with The Canadian
(Metroland) to produce this year’s
vistor’s guide. The staff at Metroland

are professionals in print media and
advertising sales.

To best serve our members and the
community we have embarked on a new
strategy for distribution.—30,000 copies
will be printed and 12,000 will be in-
serted into the Weekender and we will
be reaching more destinations through-
out Ontario than ever before! This
year’s guide will be slightly different
from last years and more environmen-
tally friendly but it will still be packed
with useful information about Carleton
Place.

If you have any questions, please con-
tact our office or if you are interested in
advertising in this years guide please
contact AEmilia Jarvis at the Cana-
dian’s office 257-1303. The deadline for
advertising in the 2009 guide is the end
of February!

As you are well aware the tourism team

has been working with our consultants
to prepare a perception audit and crea-
tive briefs. In the coming weeks you

“Don’t knock the
weather.

If it didn’t change
once in a while, 9
out of 10 people
couldn’t start a
conversation”

Kim Hubbard

may be approached by one of our con-
sultants to give your feedback on a
series of questions.

If you are interested in participating
in one of community presentations in
February please contact the Chamber
office.
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CARLETON PLACE &

DISTRICT CHAMBER OF

COMMMERCE

175 Bridge St.

Carleton Place ON K7C 2V8

Phone: 613—257- 1976
Fax: 613-257-8170

Email: manager@cpchamber.com

We are on the web!
www.cpchamber.com

Upcoming Events:

January 14th - Networking Event at Staples! Come learn about

our Proposal Writing/Research service and celebrate the Cham-

ber’s 93rd birthday! MP Scott Reid is our featured speaker.

Time: 7pm to 9pm

Cost-Free!

Please RSVP to the office, 257-1976 before January 12th!

January 15th— Carleton Place Farmers Market, Arena

(downstairs) 7pm; Guest Speaker Bob Chorney—How Farmers

Markets Contribute to the Local Economy

February 20th - Accessibility Breakfast, Waterside. Our guest

speaker is a specialist on Accessibility. Come and learn about On-

tario’s new Accessibility Legislation and how it will effect your

business!

March - AGM, Special Speaker, Business Person of the Year and

Morel!

Happy 175th Anniversary to St. James Anglican Church!

Since we seem to be celebrating heri-

tage and longevity in this issue, it’s
entirely fitting that St. James Angli-
can Church is our featured member
this month. Founded in 1834, the
church is celebrating its’ 175th anni-

versary this year with a series of spe-

cial events.

The church recently joined the
Chamber (our first church member)
as Father David Andrew said he felt
it important to maintain a profile in
the community beyond the church
doors. With a membership over 700
strong, the church’s members are
inextricably interwoven through out
the Carleton Place community.

Father David was called to the min-
istry later in life and ordained in
1999, after a strong entrepreneurial

background and involvement in initi-

ating the Rideau Chamber of Com-
merce. Certainly the parish’s anni-
versary provides a great opportunity
to promote the many accomplish-
ments of the congregation over the

years, and realistically speaking, the
buying power of a group of its size in a
town of 10,000 is noteworthy.

If you're a history buff at all, go and
visit the church—it’s a beautiful piece
of Victorian Gothic architecture with
fine wood craftsmanship, historic tap-
estries, an imposing Casavant Pipe
Organ, a unique “star” chandelier and
a pair of stained glass windows be-
lieved to be the work of 19th century
British artisan William Morris. The
current building (second church on
this site) is 126 years old.

When they began to research the par-
ish history in preparation for the 175th
anniversary, it was something of a
surprise to actually realize that its
existence pre-dates confederation. As
part of Upper Canada, St. James was
incorporated in the diocese of Quebec,
and its original parish records reside
in Quebec City.

St. James’ organist, Ralph Langtry
has put together a booklet document-

ing parish history over the past 175
years. And, as Father David points
out, beyond a place to gather for wor-
ship, the real gift of the church lies
in its members and the contributions
they make to their community in all
walks of life. “Soup kitchens, schools
and many a hospital started out in a
church. Our members are active in
the town in every imaginable way,
from the hospital, schools, town hall,
voluntary organizations to sports
associations the life of this church is
indivisibly linked with the life of this
town.”

Congratulations and Happy 175t to
St. James Anglican parish! Consider
joining them for one of their many
celebrations throughout 2009. For
more information, call 613-257-3178
or visit their website at
www.stjamescarletonplace.org

Have a success story you'd like to
share? Just give us a call!
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Passport to Prosperity—Supporting Local High School

Students!

Calling all employers with the Carleton
Place & District chamber of Commerce—

local high school students need your sup-
port!

The new employerregistry.ca is an online
community connecting businesses across
Ontario with students through a range of
exciting learning opportunities. It makes
it easy for employers and educators to
work together to help develop tomorrow’s
workforces.

You can quickly and easily register your
interest in helping our local students
through career talks, mentoring, co-op
education, youth apprenticeship, job
shadowing etc.

I would like to encourage you to please
register at http://employerregistry.ca

MEMBER 2 MEMBER
BENEFITS

With the new year upon us, what kind
of funding is available for the busi-
ness person?

H&R BLOCK"

While the proposal writing/research
service is still in its early days, we're
beginning to develop relationships

today! It should only take a few minutes
of your time to complete the registration
and then you will have access to the most
up-to-date learning programs in Ontario.

I am happy to help if you have any ques-
tions or concerns!

Carmen Cousineau

Passport to Prosperity Coordinator,
Lanark, Leeds & Grenville Counties
1-866-380-8252
Carmen.cousineau@uclc.ca

Business Funds, Financing & Loans

facade improvements or retrofits &
development of vacant properties.

Green initiatives: a number of Next
Generation Funds to stimulate bio-
economy (clean technologies, digital
media, health, pharm.); a number of

Tax time is upon us once
again and Laura Forbes,
H&R Block is offering mem-
bers and their employees a
10% discount on tax prepa-
ration services.

Please contact the Chamber
office to obtain a coupon!

If you are willing to partici-

pate in our Member 2 Mem-

ber benefit program, please
contact the office!

with people in various government
and funding organizations to learn
the ins and outs of their particular
processes and what they have to offer.

To date we have spoken with program
officers at the Ministry of Training,
Colleges and Universities, Valley
Heartland, Celebrate Ontario, On-
tario Cultural Attractions Program,
and the Ministry of Small Business
and Consumer Services. Here’s a
snapshot of what we've learned so far.

Financing for fixed assets: up to 90%
to a $250,000 limit towards cost of an
asset at a fixed or floating rate.

Export: 50-50 cost sharing to cover
costs incurred to develop export sales
in a foreign market (non US).

Access to capital: for retail & tourism

Eco Energy Retrofit incentive funds
offering up to $10 per gigajoule saved
for up to 256% of project costs.

Staffing & Training: fully funded posi-
tions for 6 months to a year, wage sub-
sidies, training cost recovery programs
for targeted industries, training pro-
gram development funding to address
sector-wide gaps, signing bonuses for
business hiring youth apprentices
upgrading to meet registration re-
quirements, post-graduate youth in-
ternship funding

Technology transfer, R& D: a number
of interest-free loan or contribution
programs.

Business plan consulting: up to 90% of
costs to $5,000 limit.
marion@cpchamber.com, 257-1976




