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For those of you who still head out to celebrate 

the end of one year and the start of a new one, 

the gods have smiled on you and arranged for a 

weekend for recovery. For those of you who enjoy 

maintaining your bedtime routines and will be 

snuggled under the covers long before midnight 

on December 31, more power to you!  

I long ago gave up on making resolutions to ring 

in the New Year. I hate to start a fresh and 

shiny new year with failure, and I have invaria-

bly failed to follow through on every resolution I 

have ever made. On the bright side, I have be-

come quite adept at using this time as a great 

opportunity to take a really unbiased view of the 

òyear in reviewó and trying to gain at least some 

form of personal insight for the New Year. This 

year I will again be looking back at the year and 

all of the joy and challenge it has brought me. 

Hopefully, a bit of time and distance will allow 

me to understand what part I have played in my 

successes (and failures) and to put them into 

perspective. Since there will always be someone 

willing to point a finger or place blame (human 

nature being what it is) I will attempt to place 

some perspective on the things that have created 

disappointments for me this year. More impor-

tantly, I am going to attempt to give myself a 

little more credit for some of the things I am 

proud of ( gee, this almost sounds like a New 

Years resolution, doesnõt it). 

I have worked with some wonderful people this 

year and I want to be sure that I take the time 

to thank them for their help in keeping me sane 

and on track. Hopefully I have become better at 

acknowledging them. I guarantee that Iõve also 

annoyed these same people with my requests 

and so letõs hope that one helps to balance the 

other. There have been some amazing memories 

created with my family, friends and colleagues 

and I am looking at 2010 with eagerness to add 

to these. 

I have enjoyed every moment this year, meet-

ing new people, catching up with old ac-

quaintances, and hearing what is making 

them happy, and what is driving them crazy. 

Iõve avoided H1N1, met my new granddaugh-

ter, seen the Olympic Torch come through, 

and met so many new people Iõve lost count. 

This has been my first year as President of 

the Chamber of Commerce, and I want to 

extend my deepest thanks to everyone who 

has helped me in 2009. The current execu-

tive, Tracy Lamb, Janet Foster and Terry 

Perkins, have patiently shared their wisdom 

and experience with me. Donna OõDonahue, 

previous president, has been there guiding 

and advising. The Board of Directors has 

been there while I stumbled through those 

first few meetings. The BIA, and more people 

at Town Hall than I can mention, have 

opened their doors to me. And of course, I 

canõt forget to mention Sharyl Ann Andrews, 

our previous office manager, and Jackie 

Kavanagh, our new office manager, for keep-

ing the train on the track. I think everyone 

feels much more settled into our new infor-

mation center at the Train Station.  

Thank you to those Chamber members Iõve 

had the opportunity to meet with this year. 

For those of you I have yet to meet, or who 

have not yet joined us, donõt be a stranger! 

This is a wonderful town with an amazing 

history and even more amazing future ahead 

of it, come jump on board!  

From all of us here at the Carleton Place and 

District Chamber of Commerce, Iõd like to 

wish you and your families a very happy and 

healthy New Year.  

Cindy Hobbs  

Welcome our newest         
members! 
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